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President’s Message
by Cheree’ Barrett

We had a wonderful program for March with Nicole from Paws for
Reflection spoke. She did a wonderful job and they have so many
things to offer and will take volunteers anytime so if you have some
free time consider Paws for Reflection.

I know we are all looking forward to John Wray speaking in May. Itis
always interesting when we get updates about what is happening in
Austin. We hear on the news reports of news from Austin but we all
know it isn’t near the same information that we get first hand from
our representatives. Rep. Wray is doing a wonderful job on our
behalf so as | said in our last meeting | challenge each of you to
bring someone with you when you come to our meeting May 15%.

| want to thank the membership for choosing to submit my name for
the “Tribute to Women” at the State Convention in San Antonio in
June | am very honored to represent you.
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ECRW to Host Rep. Wray

John Wray serves as State Representative for District 10 in the
Texas House of Representatives, which encompasses all of Ellis County
and western Henderson County. John began his service in the Texas
House in January 2015 and is currently serving in his second term. This
session, John served on three committees- Transportation, Homeland
Security and Public Safety, and Rules and Resolutions. He previously
served on Ways and Means and Homeland Security and Public Safety.

During his time in the legislature, John has been an effective
conservative voice for House District 10. His efforts have earned him
endorsements and top accolades from groups like the National Rifle
Association, Texas State Rifle Association, Texas Alliance for Life, Texas
Right to Life, Texas Association of Business, Texas Conservative Coalition,
and numerous others.

John is proud of the record he's built on issues that matter most to
Texans. Some notable achievements include the passage of the largest
tax cut package in Texas history, ending sanctuary cities, securing the
border, implementing open carry and campus carry, as well as defunding
Planned Parenthood and banning partial-birth abortions.

Prior to his election to the Texas House, John served 3 terms on the
Waxahachie City Council, including a term as Mayor. He is a native of
See Wray page 2
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Wray

Waxahachie, where he attended public school.
He graduated with a bachelor’s of degree from
Texas A&M, and a law degree from UT. John
moved back to his hometown of Waxahachie in
2002, where he practices law and operates a title
company.

John and his wife, Michele, have been
married for 20 years, and they have two children,
Morgan and Patrick. They are active members of
First United Methodist Church and they continue to
participate in many local causes.

Campaign Hours Report

The Ellis County Republican Women reported
455 campaign hours for the January-March
quarter. Great job ladies!! Thanks to those who
turned in their individual reports. If you have
hours for that first quarter that you were unable
to report we are allowed to include them in the
next quarter’s report i.e. April =June. Our next
report will be due in Mid-July.

If you were a candidate you can count ALL the
hours you spent campaigning, travel to and
from, building signs etc., for the primary and
run-off.

If you volunteered for a republican candidate in
the primary you can count that, as well as for
republicans running in school board-city races.

There will be forms at the May meeting, or |
would be happy to email you one. Let’s do Ellis
County Republicans proud.

Vickie Blair

Campaign Activities Chairman

Quote
Time iy like av river. Yow cannot
touch the water twice; because the
flow that has passed will never
pass agaiv.

~ Unknown author

Tribute to an Honoree
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Cheree’ Barrett

Cheree’ Barrett has been married to Rick Barrett
for 40 years and they reside in Ferris Texas
where Cheree grew up. They had two children.
A daughter, Reyna McMillon who resides is
Abilene, TX with her husband, Nick and 3
Children, Maddie, Wyatt and Doak. Their other
child was James who was in the Army and is
deceased. Cheree’ is fifth generation Texan on
her maternal grandmothers side and very proud
of it. Her maternal grandfather was a first
generation German immigrant. In 1991 she
joined Republican Women. She has held the
Treasurers position for 2 years, Secretary for 2
years, First Vice President last year and this is
her second time to be President and has been a
Precinct chairman for 15 years.

Cheree’ has worked for Bank of America and its
predecessor banks for 40 years. She is a
Founding Member and President of Bluebonnet
Blue Star Mothers and Secretary of the James R
Barrett Foundation for PTSD Awareness and
Education both 501©3 organizations. She is also
on the Economic Development Board for the City
of Ferris and the Ferris Lions Club.

Cheree’ and Rick attend First Baptist Church
Dallas. Cheree’ is an active member of the First
Baptist Choir.

HitH
ECRW is honored to have President Cheree’
representing our club at the TFRW Tribute to
Women Luncheon during the Texas GOP State
Convention in San Antonio on June 15"
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A gred+ big

To aII who took tlme out from your

busy schedule to help with the
worthwhile project Kids Against Hungry
on April 7" at the First United Methodist

Church in Waxahachie.
Jane Vineyard,
Caring for America Chair

Thank yow fellow ECRW members for
the Get Well cowd, I received from yow
duwring my recovery frow surgery.
Youwr kind words and good wishes
were very much appreciated. Yow
e v great group ofloud/wy

Run‘off Election

Please beware of where you will be
voting in the Runoff Election on
May 22. Many of the Precincts
have been combined with others.
There are five (5) early voting
locations. For assistance contact the
Election Administration’s at
972.825.5195 for locations, dates
and times.
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Happy Mother’s Day!

To all the unselfish moms out there who
traded eyeliner for dark circles, salon
haircuts for ponytails, long baths for quick
showers, late nights for early mornings,
designer bags for diaper bags, and wouldn't
change a thing.

Save the Dates!

May 1- ECRP Meeting

May 5 — HCRW Annual Friendship Tea

Speaker Candidate for State Senator Angela Paxton
(Contact Jane Vineyard for info at 972.938.9715)

May 12 - Mother’s Day

May 15 — ECRW Meeting

May 19 — Armed Forces Day

May 22 — Runoff Election

May 28 — Memorial Day

June 14-16 — Texas GOP State Convention
June 19 — ECRW Meetina

Programs

Reaching out to the membership for
future program suggestions. Please
submit to 1" VP -Program Chair
Maureen Kennedy with your suggestions
at mekatmil@gmail.com or

972.493.5544

Membership Dues
Please mail check payable to Ellis County Republican
Women PAC to
Donna Blanton, Membership Chair
102 Sewell Ave., Midlothian, TX 76065
Memberships Dues $25.00
Associate & Young Republican $10.00

The Liberty Belle is the newsletter of the Ellis County Republican Women-PAC, 202 S FM 55, Italy, TX 76651.
Political ad paid for by the Ellis County Republican women is a tax exempt organization under section 527 of the Internal
Revenue Code. Contributions to ECRW PAC are not tax deductible as charitable contributions for Federal Income
purposes. Corporate contributions are not permitted. Not authorized by any candidate or committee.
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LEGISLATIVE REPORT

BY REP. JOHN WRAY

In 2015, the murder of Kate Steinle in San Francisco by a convicted criminal, five-time deportee, and illegal immigrant
brought to the forefront the issue of Sanctuary Cities. As with many others who had fallen victim to repeat criminal
aliens, the need became clear for legislation requiring elected officials and local law enforcement to cooperate with
federal immigration enforcement agencies.

Passing a law to ensure that local governments follow federal immigration law shouldn’t be necessary, but the Texas
legislature made sure there were no questions when we passed Senate Bill 4. This "Sanctuary Cities" bill was vital to
ensuring public safety, especially along our state's porous southern border. And while most of our state was already
complying and cooperating with agencies like ICE, our citizens can rest easy knowing that Texas statue now requires
law enforcement authorities to detain these individuals when requested, so we may avoid tragedies like the one endured
by Kate Steinle's family.

For perspective, over the past seven years, Texas Department of Public Safety reports 245,000 criminal aliens booked
into local jails. Those charges consist of the following:

e 1,323 homicide charges

e 7,012 sexual assault charges

e 9,739 weapon charges

e 77,448 assault charges

e 18,410 burglary charges

e 78,198 drug charges

e 797 kidnapping charges

e 44,210 theft charges

e 49,921 obstructing police charges

e 4,248 robbery charges

Senate Bill 4, as passed the Texas Legislature and signed by Governor Abbott in 2017, prohibited local government
entities from ignoring federal immigration detainers which are vital in interdiction of criminal activities by illegal aliens.
Additionally, the Texas House amended the law to allow law enforcement agents to determine the legal status of anyone
detained or arrested in order to determine if that individual is lawfully present in the United States.

As with many other conservative pieces of legislation, SB4 was quickly challenged in court and it's effects were delayed
by ongoing legal action. 1 am glad to report that due to successful defense by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, only
one portion- the penalty for local officials for failure to comply- is on hold and the remainder of the law has been
allowed to go into effect.

I have been a strong supporter of our increased border security efforts and was proud to vote for and co-sponsor Senate
Bill 4. My Republican colleagues and | worked hard to pass this important piece of legislation, defending it from
baseless attacks and numerous amendments from Democrat colleagues who sought to weaken or defeat the legislation.

Criminal aliens pose a danger to the safety of our communities and threaten our legal immigration process. Our
commitment to the rule of law must continue if we wish to serve the safety of all Texans, and providing greater border
security and law enforcement is vital to this effort. It is an honor to serve in the Texas House and to be able to
accomplish these and other important goals.

God Bless You and God Bless Texas.



